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objects from museums across the UK that are featured 
on the Teaching history with 100 objects website. Visit 
the website to find resources, information and teaching 
ideas to inspire students’ interest in history.
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What is Teaching history  
with 100 objects?

Teaching history with 100 objects is the 
result of a partnership between museums 
across the UK and the British Museum.  
It has been funded by the Department for 
Education to help equip teachers to teach 
the national history curriculum in England 
through the provision of high quality 
resources, up to date subject expertise 
and stimulating teaching ideas. However, 
its potential extends beyond England to 
teachers of history throughout the country 
and internationally. Teaching history with  
100 objects harnesses the power of objects 
to motivate young people’s interest in history 
and provides resources to inspire students’ 
study of events and people in the past.

The online resource 
teachinghistory100.org

Teaching history with 100 objects consists 
of 100 online resources based on objects 
selected from museums in England, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland and Wales including the 
British Museum. These resources may be 
used individually to support and enhance 
teachers’ current practice or can be 
combined to provide object-based units of 
study for a historical period, culture or theme.
 
 

The British Museum  
across the UK 

The British Museum reaches a breadth  
of audiences and museums across the UK 
through a programme of sharing collections 
and expertise. It does this by working 
hand in hand with partner organisations in 
meaningful collaboration to develop funded 
programmes that present the best of each 
institution. Objects from around 40 museums 
across the UK are included in Teaching 
history with 100 objects. Why not make  
a visit to see your local collections?

This bucket was found in 1974 during 
archaeological excavations near where the 
Great Fire of London began. It offers a way 
to explore how the fire was fought, how 
the approach used in 1666 differed from 
our modern-day fire service, and what this 
tells us about city life then and now. It is a 
familiar domestic object, but made of leather 
and personalised with initials, allowing 
consideration of possible owners and their 
experience of the fire. 

Half a mile south of the religious site of 
Stonehenge, a Bronze Age leader was 
buried under a mound in the richest 
prehistoric grave found in Britain. The  
gold objects buried in his grave allow  
the exploration of power and status in this 
period and of the far-reaching network of 
contacts between Britain and Europe.

This object comes from the largest Anglo-
Saxon cemetery excavated in England.  
The cemetery, in Norfolk, was begun around 
AD 425 and provides evidence for the 
Anglo-Saxons in Britain over almost 200 
years from the earliest stages of settlement. 
The figure is unique in England, but provides 
a good starting point for exploring some 
of the changes that took place in the first 
century after the end of Roman rule.

This barrel was one of thousands sent 
in 1863 as a gift from northerners in the 
United States to feed starving, unemployed 
cotton mill workers in Lancashire. The 
American Civil War stopped the free flow  
of raw cotton to Britain causing a desperate 
Cotton Famine in the northern mill towns. 
The story offers insights into Britain’s 
greatest 19th-century trade, the lives of its 
industrial poor and tensions between moral 
and economic decisions.

This folding fan carries decoration that 
refers to the Restoration of the English 
monarchy under Charles II. It was clearly 
owned and used by someone in favour 
of Charles and offers an opportunity to 
explore the Restoration process itself and, 
more specifically, the responses to it of 
different sectors of society. It can also lead 
on to study of social life under Charles 
and a comparison with the period of the 
Protectorate of Oliver Cromwell.

This is the inner coffin of an ancient Egyptian 
woman of elite status who was 50–60 
years old when she died. The mummy itself 
and the outer coffin have also survived. The 
decoration on the coffin illustrates some 
important elements of ancient Egyptian 
beliefs about the afterlife, while scientific 
examination of the mummy has shed light on 
aspects of health and aging in ancient Egypt.

This vase was made in Colchester from clay 
obtained locally. It shows different forms 
of gladiator combat. These scenes provide 
direct evidence for types of gladiator as 
well as acting as a starting point for study 
of other aspects of this form of public 
entertainment. Such a distinctively Roman 
object, made and found in a distant province, 
raises the issue of how Romanised the 
people of the empire became.

This carved whalebone plaque was found 
in the grave of a wealthy, older Viking 
woman, who was buried with a man and 
a child, along with other rich grave goods. 
The function of the plaque is a mystery, 
offering opportunities to learn about the 
interpretation of archaeology, as well as 
discussing the roles of women in Viking 
society and examining the materials the 
Vikings used.

By the early AD 1900s, there was a large 
and flourishing Jewish community in 
London’s East End. Workers had begun to 
unionise immediately after they arrived in 
Britain in order to campaign for improved 
working conditions. In 1924 the Labour  
Party formed a government for the first 
time. The banner is a good starting point 
for exploring immigration and responses 
to it and industry, politics and the labour 
movement in the inter-war years.

This Commonplace Book is a fascinating 
record of the ideas and inventions of 
Erasmus Darwin (1731–1802), a Lichfield 
physician who was also an inventor, scientist 
and poet. He was a founding member of the 
Lunar Society and one of the key thinkers of 
the Enlightenment. Darwin’s Commonplace 
Book contains 160 pages of his handwritten 
notes and sketches, and is a valuable source 
for helping students to understand the 
intellectual and scientific roots of Britain’s 
Industrial Revolution. 

This alabaster panel shows the moment 
in AD 1170 when four knights murdered 
Archbishop Thomas Becket in Canterbury 
Cathedral, following misconstrued 
instructions from King Henry II. The object 
offers a starting point for studying a range 
of aspects of the medieval period from the 
struggle between church and state to the 
nature and importance of religious devotion.

Prehistoric logboats carved out of a single 
tree trunk are sometimes found preserved in 
waterlogged conditions, but an excavation 
in Cambridgeshire found nine boats dating 
from the Bronze and Iron Ages, showing a 
remarkably long-lived and stable tradition 
of boat use in the fens. This object provides 
an opportunity to explore the navigation of 
waterways for transport, trade and fishing.

This helmet was found at a burial site in 
Suffolk along with many other valuable 
objects. The burial provides insights into 
the life of the Anglo-Saxon elite and into 
connections between Britain and other  
parts of the world. The finds at Sutton  
Hoo changed historians’ views about  
the Anglo-Saxon period, which had  
been regarded as a Dark Age following  
the end of Roman Britain.

Given out as a prize to a member of 
the audience at the end of a children’s 
entertainment show, this rocking horse is 
a poignant reminder of the disaster that 
occurred on 16 June 1883 in the Victoria 
Hall, Sunderland, when 183 children were 
tragically crushed to death. Shows of this 
kind were examples of philanthropic or 
charitable activities common in Victorian 
Britain. The horse offers an opportunity to 
explore 19th-century childhood, philanthropy 
and social reform.

This Buddhist altar-set was created in the 
court glass workshops of the Qianlong 
emperor, third ruler of the last of the Chinese 
imperial dynasties, the Qing (1644–1912). 
The glass technology draws on European 
glass-making expertise which arrived in the 
Qing court with the Jesuit missions of the  
AD 1600s and 1700s. The altar-set provides 
an opportunity to study the interplay of 
tradition and innovation in China and the 
impact of growing western interests.

This terracotta model of a theatre mask  
is an example of the sort of evidence we 
have to use to find out about ancient Greek 
drama. Theatre is one of the most famous 
and most important legacies of ancient 
Greece to western culture, but ancient 
theatre performances and the context in 
which they took place were very different 
from what we experience today. The mask 
leads naturally into the exploration of 
costume, plays and theatres.

This head was part of a larger than life-
size bronze statue of the Roman emperor 
Hadrian. Statues like this were raised 
across the empire. This one may have been 
put up to commemorate Hadrian’s visit to 
Britain in AD 122, as Hadrian travelled the 
empire establishing its limits and securing 
its boundaries. This object gives insight 
into Hadrian’s leadership and the use of the 
imperial image as propaganda.

The valuable objects in this hoard  
were discovered in 2007. They probably 
belonged to a powerful Viking who 
accumulated them through raiding and 
trading connections across Europe and 
beyond. The hoard helps us understand 
more about the Vikings’ international 
connections and about their struggle with 
the Anglo-Saxons for control of England.

This is one of thousands of Enigma machines 
used during the Second World War by 
German forces to encrypt secret radio 
communications. A large team of workers, 
based at Bletchley Park in Buckinghamshire, 
succeeded in developing techniques that 
allowed the German codes to be deciphered. 
The Enigma machine provides an exciting 
starting point for the role of code breaking 
in the conduct of the war, the contribution 
made by women to the war effort, and the 
development of the digital age.

The Peterloo handkerchief commemorates 
the Peterloo Massacre of 16 August 1819. 
On that day, more than 60,000 people 
from Manchester and the surrounding 
area gathered to demand the right to vote. 
Eighteen people were killed and several 
hundred were injured. In the months that 
followed, prints, poems and a range of 
everyday objects were produced in memory 
of the massacre. The Peterloo handkerchief 
is a powerful reminder of people’s long 
struggle for universal suffrage in Britain. 

This mace, a ceremonial symbol of authority 
of the town’s most prominent citizens, was 
originally made in the late AD 1400s for 
Stratford-upon-Avon’s Guild of the Holy 
Cross. In the middle of the next century, 
the Guild was dissolved and the mace 
re-purposed for the new Corporation of 
the town. The object offers an insight into 
the impact of the Reformation and its link 
with William Shakespeare whose works 
contributed significantly to the formation  
of a new national identity.

The soldier shown on this tombstone 
came from the region of the present-day 
Netherlands and belonged to an auxiliary 
cavalry regiment stationed at Corinium in  
the west of England. The tombstone offers  
a good starting point from which to explore 
the Roman army, the cultural diversity of  
the Roman army in Britain and the value  
of tombstones and their inscriptions for 
finding out about Roman Britain.

This haloed figure from the twin monasteries 
at Wearmouth-Jarrow is made of the 
earliest surviving stained glass in northern 
Europe. The techniques of stained glass 
were introduced to England from France by 
Benedict Biscop, abbot of the monastery 
during the time of Bede, the famous early 
historian of England. The glass provides a 
chance to explore how the Anglo-Saxon 
kingdom of Northumbria influenced the 
development of Christianity in Britain and 
contributed to Anglo-Saxon art and culture.

This photograph from around 1908 shows 
Amy Barbour-James as a little girl. Her father 
John, born in British Guiana (present-day 
Guyana) fought for the rights of the British 
black community and Amy continued this 
work. She died in 1988. The family’s history, 
in two British imperial territories as well as 
in London, offers insights into the changing 
experiences of black people within the British 
Empire and their struggle for recognition and 
equality in post-colonial Britain

This elaborate set of portable cutlery and 
wine beakers was among the possessions 
of Prince Charles Edward Stuart during 
the Jacobite Rebellion of 1745. Following 
Charles’s defeat at the Battle of Culloden 
in 1746, the canteen was seized by William, 
Duke of Cumberland, commander of the 
Hanoverian forces. The canteen can be used 
to develop enquiries into the events leading 
up to the Rebellion and the subsequent role 
of Scots in the growth of the British Empire.

This statue shows the Maya maize god as a 
youthful and handsome man with a stylised 
corn headdress. It provides a visual starting 
point for exploration of the importance of 
corn and of the harvest cycle as well as the 
religious beliefs of the Maya.

All cultures have developed games to be 
played during leisure periods. The Romans 
are best known for their large-scale 
entertainments, but they also had simpler 
ways of passing the time such as board 
games. Evidence for the same Roman 
games can be found across the empire.  
This board, which was found in North Wales, 
offers a good starting point for finding out 
about everyday pastimes in Roman Britain.

The original Bayeux tapestry is a 70-metre 
strip of embroidered linen made in the AD 
1070s. It tells a version of the events of 
AD 1064–1066, including the death of 
Edward the Confessor and the Battle of 
Hastings. This faithful replica of the tapestry 
was made in the 19th century by 35 skilled 
women embroiderers so that Britain would 
have its own copy of the tapestry. It allows 
exploration of the events that led up to the 
Norman conquest of England in AD 1066.

Thelma Barlow worked at the Parnall Aircraft 
factory in Yate, which made aircraft parts. 
On 27 February 1941 the factory was 
bombed by the Luftwaffe. Many people died 
in the raid. Thelma Barlow survived, but this 
charred works pass was all that was left 
of her personal belongings. The pass can 
be used to initiate or develop study of the 
impact of the Second World War on life in 
Britain in terms of the experience of the war 
and changes in the role of women.

Built by Robert Stephenson and Company, 
Locomotion No.1 was the first steam 
locomotive to pull a purpose-built passenger 
carriage. It ran on the opening day of the 
Stockton and Darlington Railway in 1825. 
The Stockton and Darlington Railway was 
the first steam hauled, public passenger 
railway in the world. This achievement of 
19th-century engineering provides a good 
starting point for examining the impact of 
passenger rail travel on Victorian Britain.

The recent discovery and scientific 
analysis of Richard III’s skeleton has 
inspired renewed interest in the period 
and specifically in the appearance and 
personality of the king himself. This portrait, 
the earliest surviving version of a prototype 
made during the king’s lifetime, is a unique 
and unparalleled representation of Richard.  
It offers a starting point for investigating  
the changing interpretations and narratives 
of history.

This large stone carving is from Aquae 
Sulis, the town that is now modern Bath. 
It decorated the front of the temple to the 
goddess Sulis Minerva, which stood near 
a sacred hot water spring. The carvings on 
the pediment show a combination of local 
British and Roman religious imagery, and 
enable discussion of Roman religion and the 
response of the Romans to native beliefs in 
the countries they conquered.

This Anglo-Saxon jewel was probably 
part of an aestel or pointer and was made 
during the reign of Alfred, who became 
king at a time of change in Britain. Alfred’s 
achievements in diplomacy and warfare  
with the Vikings and in education and culture 
make him the only English king or queen 
to be called ‘the Great’. The jewel provides 
opportunities to discuss Alfred as a leader  
as well as Anglo-Saxon language, texts,  
art and religion.

This alarm clock is a casualty of war: 
embedded in its face is a large fragment 
of a shell fired on Hartlepool by a German 
warship on 16 December 1914. For the first 
time since the civil wars of the 17th century, 
British civilians were killed by direct enemy 
fire. The clock provides a good starting point 
for looking at the nature of the First World 
War as a new sort of warfare and at the 
impact of the war on people in Britain.

This chest belonged to Thomas Clarkson, 
a leading British campaigner against the 
transatlantic slave trade, who helped form 
the first Abolitionist Committee in 1787. 
Clarkson filled the chest with evidence to 
support the campaign. He worked closely 
with others such as Equiano and Wedgwood 
and this chest serves as a good starting 
point for an enquiry into the methods that 
contributed to the abolition of slavery and  
the slave trade.

This medieval counter is from a board game 
called Tables. It depicts a Norman knight 
standing on the drawbridge of a stone-built 
structure. It provides a starting point for 
investigating several aspects of England in 
the AD 1100s, from the leisure activities of 
the nobility to the importance of castles to 
the struggles for the English throne.

The carved stones from the territory of the 
Picts in north-east Scotland are some of 
the most striking artistic achievements of 
the early medieval period. The rich mix of 
geometric shapes, animals, everyday objects 
and Christian imagery offers fascinating 
raw material for students to explore and 
interpret. The imagery on the stones provides 
an opportunity to identify some causes of 
historical change and to investigate the 
origins of the kingdom of Scotland.

Produced in their thousands in temple 
workshops, amulets such as this Eye of 
Horus were cheap and readily available  
and were routinely worn by the living as  
well as being placed with the bodies of  
the dead. The Eye of Horus was one of  
the most popular amulets, and a symbol  
of healing and medicine. Everyday religious 
items like this amulet shed light on beliefs 
and worship in ancient Egypt, and Egyptian 
gods more generally.

This badge was produced by the Anti-
Apartheid Movement (AAM), which was 
founded in 1959 and proved to be one 
of Britain’s most successful campaigning 
organisations. The AAM was begun by South 
Africans who had fled apartheid and settled 
in England. The badge offers a starting point 
from which students can explore increased 
awareness of and campaigning against 
racism in Britain as well as abroad in the 
second half of the 20th century.

Manufactured by the pottery firm 
Wedgwood, this tea set is made of unglazed 
red stoneware with silver mounts and may 
be associated with Queen Adelaide, wife 
of William IV. It serves as a good starting 
point for an enquiry into tea as an example 
of the interaction of mass production and 
mass consumption in the context of British 
imperialism in the 19th century.

The Mary Rose was built between 1509  
and 1511 as the flagship of Henry VIII’s fleet. 
During manoeuvres, the Mary Rose heeled 
over and sank and this gun sank with her. 
The recovery of the wreck of the Mary Rose 
in 1982 is one of the great stories of British 
archaeology. The cannon makes a good 
starting point for investigating the foreign 
policy of Henry VIII and the development  
of the English navy, as well as how the finds 
from the Mary Rose enrich our knowledge  
of life in Tudor England.

The caves in the limestone gorge of Creswell 
Crags have provided archaeologists with 
important evidence of human activity towards 
the end of the last Ice Age, when the area 
was right at the edge of the ice sheet. This 
fragment of rib bone is the only known 
piece of small, portable Ice Age art showing 
an animal from Britain and tells us about 
the movement of people, the animals they 
hunted and how these people saw the world.

After the end of the last Ice Age, by 9000 
BC, weather conditions had become similar 
to today and plants and animals had returned 
to the landscape of Britain. At Star Carr in 
Yorkshire, archaeologists found the remains 
of a settlement which had been preserved 
well in waterlogged soil. The people hunted 
red deer, among other animals, and made 
headdresses from their antlers. Star Carr 
was very important in helping archaeologists 
understand the Mesolithic. 

This carved stone ball was found in a house 
at Skara Brae in Orkney, the best-preserved 
Neolithic settlement in Britain. Skilfully made, 
with 67 ground pyramid-shaped knobs, it 
must have been a prized possession of a 
prominent person in the community. It was a 
symbol of power but it could also have been 
used as a dangerous weapon. Other carved 
stone objects of various shapes have been 
found at Skara Brae.

Before farming arrived in Britain 6,000 years 
ago, people collected wild plants and hunted 
wild animals, birds and fish to eat. Saddle 
querns were invented as tools for grinding 
grain to make flour. This object is a good 
starting point for exploring these changes  
in the lifestyle of early people in Britain.

This writing case belonged to Florence 
Nightingale, who came to fame as ‘The 
Lady of the Lamp’ during the Crimean War 
of 1853–1856, in which Britain, allied with 
France and the Ottoman Empire, defeated 
Russia. As well as offering an entry point  
to studying Nightingale as a famous 
person, the case can prompt enquiries into 
how people wrote and learned to write in 
Victorian times and, more generally, how 
methods of communication have changed.

Guy Fawkes is said to have been carrying 
this lantern when he was arrested in the 
cellars of the Houses of Parliament on 
the night that the Gunpowder Plot was 
discovered in 1605. The object therefore  
has a very immediate connection to the 
people involved in the Plot. It is also  
a good starting point for investigating  
lighting methods before electricity. 

This handaxe was a chance find in an area 
of eastern England where research has led 
to the date of the earliest human occupation 
of Britain being pushed back by 300,000 
years. Investigations further along the coast 
uncovered 850,000-year-old footprints, the 
oldest human footprints outside Africa.  
At around 500,000 years old the later 
handaxe shows how early humans made 
versatile tools from the materials available  
in their environment.
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